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AP-016-167, Discontinuation of Religion Studies Minor

BACKGROUND: The Department of Philosophy has put forward a referral for
Discontinuation of the Religious Studies Minor. The minor has attracted very little
enrollment and is primarily dependent upon a single faculty member, two facts that do not
make for a robust program.
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Deans

Associate Deans
Department Chairs

All Faculty

DISCUSSION:

Before reaching the Academic Programs Committee, this proposal was reviewed by the
College Curriculum Committee in the College of CLASS as well as the Dean of CLASS
and the Office of Academic Programs. All concerns raised at those levels were
addressed. The Academic Programs Committee then conducted campus-wide
consultation, as well as its own review of the proposal. No concerns were raised.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Academic Programs Committee recommends approval of the Discontinuation of the
Religious Studies Minor.
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Religious Studies Minor

While the Religlous Studies Minar arguably could contribute to preparing students for life in a
multiculural workd, & does not particularly promote the Unlversity mission of linking theory and
practice. Nor does the Religlous Studles Minor contribute In a distinctive way to the University's
polytechnic identity, Its learn-by-doing philosophy, or such goals as environmental sustaina bility.
The Religious Studies Minor |s not central to the alms of the Philosophy Department's existing
curricuburm.

Thers are two principal reasons for discontinuing the Religious Studies Minor, one related to the
avallabllity of Departmental resources to suppaort the Minor, the other relating to demand.
Currently, the courses offered to support the Minor are taught by only one full-time, tenured
faculty member. As a result, the courses required for the Minor are offered only when the
faculty member In guestion s able to offer them-typlcally no more than one or two per academic
year, Furthermore, the Department currently has no ability to assign other Instructors to replace
the key faculty member In case of lliness, professional leave, or retirement. Together, these
factors significantly Impair the Department's abillity to offer and sustain a stable and rigorous
minar program in Religious Studies.

The second fundamental reason for discontinuing the Rellglous Studies Minor Is lack of sufficlent
student demand. Whike It has never been easy to track the number of students enrolled In a
given minor {as opposed to major) program, It ks clear o the Department that only a handful of
students (four or five) have attempted to complete the Minor In the last ten years. This s by any
measure simply too few students to justfy the efforts needed to remedy the lack of faculty
resources ientfied above, and that would be necessary to keep the program viable.

Mo current Department faculty (full or part-tme, tenured or tenure track) will have his or her
positdon in any way affected by the deletion of the Religious Studies Minor. The faculty member
who currently teaches the great bulk of the courses used to fulfill the Minor will contdnue to teach
these courses on thelr existing rotation.

The Department intends to close the Religlous Studies Minor with the beginning of the Fall, 2018
academic term. As far as the Department ks aware, the Minor currently has zero enrallment.

None



